Fostering Sunday 2026 
ALL AGE SERVICE IDEAS (see also powerpoint slides for images etc)


FAMILY TALK OUTLINE:

Introduce the concept of Kintsugi:

Kintsugi is a Japanese art form that is used to repair broken pottery using gold laquer. The cracks remain visible as a mark of the events of the pots life......... the cracks bring a new beauty and strength to the pot.

This can be like our lives sometimes. We can feel lie the things we do wrong, or our feelings, our behaviours, things that happen to us, words people say or do to us, can make us feel like we have cracks or are a bit broken.

It can also be like the world: things in the world go wrong, we don’t look after it right, people get angry with each other, there are wars and people are hungry.

Can you think or a situation like that in the world right now?

YOU COULD USE THE BISCUIT ACTIVITY BELOW AS A VISUAL AID IF THAT’S HELPFUL

On Fostering Sunday, we want to highlight the brokenness in the care system, designed to look after the most vulnerable children, which is not working as it should. More and more children are coming into foster care, and there aren’t enough foster carers to look after them. Social workers, managers and the whole system is under pressure: cracking at the seams.


Key verse:
2 Corinthians 4:7 - describes US as jars of clay......... fragile and weak, at risk of breaking, but able to carry God’s power and presence into the world.

God’s presence that brings SHALOM... or wholeness. 
Shalom: 
A wholeness that brings life, peace and completeness to our whole selves: mind, body and soul. And not just to our individual lives: SHALOM brings wholeness to our communities and our  world.

GOOD NEWS

By remembering God uses our fragile clay pots to carry his story and to bring Shalom into the world. Our brokenness, the cracks in our lives, are part of our story...
God can weave that gold that puts us back together, and mends the cracks with gold. Make us strong and beautiful.
2 Corinthians 12:10highlights that its in our weakness that God’s strength can be revealed.
The art of kintsugi gives a beautiful image of this – as the pot is put back together with gold it is strengthened – but the cracks are not hidden, they are still there for all to see. 

God calls us into the world – our weakness and our shame and our brokenness too. We don’t have to be perfect, have it all sorted to carry God. His presence and power is carried in those pots – as we saw in 2 Corinthians 4:7.

Where is he calling you to? Where could you bring SHALOM and wholeness?

ASK FOR EXAMPLES? Or give them if people are struggling:
· Helping children in the playground who are lonely, making friends with people
· Looking after creation and the world
· Sponsoring a child or giving money to a charity working in a country where there is war
· Praying
· Making a card for someone who is struggling

(Please use a response to this talk that is appropriate in your setting – bit for Fostering Sunday we would love it if you can include a call to consider fostering. There are words below you can use – or you can use our Fostering Sunday video!)

At 100 Homes we have a vision to bring SHALOM (wholeness) to the foster care system in our local area. When it comes to the broken foster care system: God can mend the cracks with gold. Put it back together, for the good and wholeness and SHALOM of every child in the system.
As Christians step forward to foster, even in our weakness, we carry our treasure in our fragile pots, God’s ‘gold’ shown in our cracks, but stronger and more beautiful because he is at work in us. 

Are you willing to step forward this Fostering Sunday? Will you carry God’s presence and SHALOM to vulnerable children?

If so we would love to hear from you! Scan the QR code to share your information, or visit the stand at your church. You can sign up to pray, receive our newsletter or find out more about fostering.










PRAYER/ACTIVITY IDEAS:

1: KINTSUGI BISCUITS
Needed: Plain biscuits eg rich teas or digestives, Gold writing icing or icing paste

Each person breaks their biscuit into 3 or 4 pieces to represent the brokenness in their life, the world or the care system.

Use the writing icing to put the biscuit back together as a sign of God’s SHALOM or wholeness bringing beauty and strength


2: JIGSAW PRAYERS
Needed: Jigsaw puzzles suitable for different ages, or you can find plain jigsaws that can be coloured in etc at outlets such as Baker Ross

Put the jigsaws together. As you add a piece, think about your part in bringing wholeness and Shalom to the world. Ask God to show you what part you could play in bringing wholeness in the care system. Could you pray, support a foster carer or 100 Homes, or could you consider fostering?

Are there pieces missing? Where do we need other people or God to come alongside us to bring wholeness?


3: PRAYERS FOR THE WORLD
Needed: Maps of the world/globe. Post its to stick on?

Where is God’s Shalom/Wholeness needed around the world right now? Pray for situations around the world

4. PRAYERS FOR FOSTERING 
Needed: Pictures of children and families

Please pray for children who need a loving home right now. Pray for them to experience God’s SHALOM, and that where they are struggling they will know God’s hope and gold treasure is for them too.

Pray for foster carers. That even though they often feel weak and broken themselves, that they will know with God’s help their weakness becomes strength and beauty that can bring wholeness in their families.



