Fostering Sunday 2026 
Talk ideas/script (see also powerpoint slides)

Introduce the concept of Kintsugi:

Kintsugi is a Japanese art form that is used to repair broken pottery using gold laquer. The cracks remain visible as a mark of the events of the pots life......... the cracks bring a new beauty and strength to the pot.

Isn’t this just a beautiful picture of how fragile our lives are, and the beauty, strength and wholeness that God can bring?

Key verse:
2 Corinthians 4:7 - describes US as jars of clay......... fragile and weak, at risk of breaking, but able to carry God’s power and presence into the world.
if you have time and you wish you could also use 2 Corinthians 4:7-18 – see extra notes below





God’s presence that brings SHALOM... or wholeness. 
Shalom is an old testament Hebrew word used for salvation or peace – but meaning so much more!

· Wholeness and Completeness: Shalom refers to the soundness of a person, community, or situation. It is used to describe a complete, unbroken stone or a state of peace, as in Judges 6:24 where God is called Yahweh-Shalom ("The LORD is Peace").
· Reconciliation and Right Relationships: It signifies restoring brokenness, maintaining peace between parties, and fostering covenant faithfulness (Numbers 25:12).
· Well-being and Safety: It is often used to inquire about a person's health or security (e.g., Genesis 43:27, "Is your father well [shalom]?").
· Active Restoration: Shalom is not merely a passive state but often an active process of bringing things back to their intended, ordered, and harmonious state.
· Prophetic Hope: The prophets, particularly Isaiah, used shalom to describe a future Messianic age, calling the coming King the "Prince of Peace" (Sar Shalom) who would bring eternal, just peace (Isaiah 9:6)

Summary of Shalom: 
A wholeness that brings life, peace and completeness to our whole selves: mind, body and soul. And not just to our individual lives: SHALOM brings wholeness to our communities, systems and our world.

As we look around, we see brokenness, pain, hurting and shame all around us. God can bring wholeness and restoration in every situation.

(You may want to share a personal story here, or use examples of brokenness in your community or the world)

On Fostering Sunday, we want to highlight the brokenness in the care system, designed to look after the most vulnerable children, which is not working as it should. More and more children are coming into foster care, and there aren’t enough foster carers to look after them. Social workers, managers and the whole system is under pressure: cracking at the seams.

(One of our powerpoint slides highlights statistics of the care system locally)

When we ourselves are fragile, and full of cracks, how can we respond?

By remembering God uses our fragile clay pots to carry his story and to bring Shalom into the world. Our brokenness, the cracks in our lives, are part of our story...
God can weave that gold that puts us back together, and mends the cracks with gold. Make us strong and beautiful.
2 Corinthians 12:10highlights that its in our weakness that God’s strength can be revealed.
The art of kintsugi gives a beautiful image of this – as the pot is put back together with gold it is strengthened – but the cracks are not hidden, they are still there for all to see. 

God calls us into the world – our weakness and our shame and our brokenness too. We don’t have to be perfect, have it all sorted to carry God. His presence and power is carried in those pots – as we saw in 2 Corinthians 4:7.

Where is he calling you to?

(Please use a response to this talk that is appropriate in your setting – bit for Fostering Sunday we would love it if you can include a call to consider fostering. There are words below you can use – or you can use our Fostering Sunday video!)


At 100 Homes we have a vision to bring SHALOM (wholeness) to the foster care system in our local area. When it comes to the broken foster care system: God can mend the cracks with gold. Put it back together, for the good and wholeness and SHALOM of every child in the system.
As Christians step forward to foster, even in our weakness, we carry our treasure in our fragile pots, God’s ‘gold’ shown in our cracks, but stronger and more beautiful because he is at work in us. 

Are you willing to step forward this Fostering Sunday? Will you carry God’s presence and SHALOM to vulnerable children?

If so we would love to hear from you! Scan the QR code to share your information, or visit the stand at your church. You can sign up to pray, receive our newsletter or find out more about fostering.
If you have time and are also using 2 Corinthians 4:7-18

This passage highlights that even when we are faced with trouble, God helps us to overcome this. We carry in our earthenware pots the power of Jesus which brings life. But we also carry with us his death, suffering and persecution, and we will have challenges in our life that show up in us and in our humanity.
(you could share a personal story here about a challenge you have faced)
Despite our weakness and the things that don’t always go right for us and the people around us, and in our world, we don’t lose heart (v16)
We are being renewed every day – this is the process of SHALOM, or wholeness coming in our lives. Salvation is not just a one off moment – but a process over the whole of our lives that renews us. Just like the art of Kintsugi, which renews the broken pot, Jesus is renewing and restoring our lives to completeness – which we will only see the fullness of at the end of time, but will be eternal. There is hope!

Similarly, we know that we will never see the fulness of what the care system will and could be – humanness in the system will always let us and let children down. But as Christians, carriers of God’s hope and power and Shalom – we do know that God wants to reveal his future Kingdom here on earth today too. As verse 12 says – we don’t just carry Jesus death, but his life too. Life that we are called to share and demonstrate as we demonstrate and carry God’s redeeming SHALOM to those around us.



